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of women, from about 12 (yes, they are women years up, carry the
bundles, baskets, and whstnot on the tep deck wherever they go, since I didn't
sec & single womsn without something em her head T began to wender if they slept
that way too, The weten are colerfully dressed, running mestly to reds in a cone~
fusion of patterns. Every other ene is carryia® o baby in a shawl sling on her
The never-washed

Central /merican pocketinives) castoff 1928
sport clothes ﬁ::li sewed with .
nothing but the shaps of the left), _ Panana hets (& lwmry I

1ittle boy stends in the center of a lane,..he is relieving his hydrostatic
pressure; an ambsr cascads strikes the hard ground and splashes on the vagetables
on either side; & fleeting urinary rainbow flashes for an instant Lhwough the
rising vapers, e

elephant houdah on closer inspection is revealed to be & plabfors equipped with
a mS® cirous parescl and inseribed with muserous philosephic traffic safety admonitiSh
If he faces you, then you may precede; if his side is turned toward you, then yoa

mey not—Feversie hqnuﬂ-—mhngﬂ? bisyels, oxsart, nulc, motoreyole-—has

a license and a ore noise-meking wurning devieey the neise-muker i= sounded
(by lew) 2 times st the approach to every corner, The cacaphonic effwet is that of

a marsthon Mew Years Bve celebration, The tympanic membrane of the Uuatemslan
auditory organ mmst be a curious physiclogleal phencmsncn,
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Please note correct address as of 10/17/4%



Managua DN, l‘inl.nm;

=3 ( ' September B4, 1942

This is the fifth day of waiting te get out of Monagua; we are promised
that temerreW a plane will surely take us to Costa Hieca, This does not everly
animate us =5 we have been told the same thing every day now since we arrived.

Until now I have not had the desire to record my impressions ef Managua,
It seems like a bad dream; things like this cannet really heppen; people whe
are able to &peak and interchange ideas cannet pessibly live the depraved and
impoverished life of the Nicaragisneses, The picture must be drawn in a
series of sketches,

THE PEOPLE, The prineipal theme of all animate Nicaragua is
geX. As one seldier expressed it, "I never saw such a place] Everything
here is knooked upe-wemen, cows, exen, horses, and dogsl!" This metive
predetermines the course of the woman's life; she is a repreductive machine,
with er without benefit of clergy, for the greater part of her life (few
attain old age, fortunately). As a necessary adjunct teo this pattern, the
life of men is similarly predetermined, The eongenitally syphilitic Reg;
those who have control ef their cemtral nervous system, start their lives as
beetblacks, Seaselessly seliciting the nerteamericends, From their big
brethers, thé taxi drivers and perters, they early learn the panderer's trade.
That seems to complete the life cycle of the eiudadane (eity dweller). All
I have seen of the sgrieolas (eountry boys) is frem a distance--swinging their
machetes in the fields, driving their oxen to town with a load of milk or weed.

Neo wonder they are a shert=lived people; they just get tired of 1t} I
believe nn'* despite the poverty and sanitatlien, they would live lenger if there
wWere any reason,

THE HOUSES, I would rather net try to deseribe them.

THE STREETS are narrew, The ones that are paved are cracked and buckled,
The omes that are net paved are filled with great mud holes (drainage is a
fertuitous eircumstance rather than a eivie ftrlnakﬂ. The daily reins maintain
the mud econcéntration at a constant; the exearts, floundering through the muck,
distribute it over the remainder of the streets. Excrement of horses, oxen,
dogs, and humen beings is everywhere., The heavy, noxious, composite ador=—
undisturbed by air current snd intensified by the tropic sun--rises inte an
atmosphere already humid, This fecal miasma the Nicaragienses draw inte their
lungs and pump through their bloed streams with every breath of "air".

THE COCHES are the most prevalent form of urban passenger traffic. They
are like the old cosches we used in 1912 and before--forward and back seats
with a top similar te that of the old touring car. They are painted
and striped with the mere intense tints and shades of the red spectral reglon.
The diminutive herses are the pitiful part of this incongruous equipage., They
are ribby and meatless; the heritage of nutritional defieiency makes them
small, kike geople bern in famine years., The cocharcs (drivems) treot them
incessantly, with the exceptiom of taking on and letting off fares, throughout
their six-hour (theeretic) shift. During the latter part eof their shift they
are o0 tired that they run down the street leaning against each other, If a
person remains in enme spet during the afterneem rains, he will see them fall
on the slippery streetsf at the rate of six an hour, Semetimes only eme of a
team falls; semetimes both. In either dase they get teo their feet without
humen assistance and continue tretting., The sight of these tired, shrunken,

animals, whipped through the trepie heat at a constant run is never to be forgetter
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THE RICH. Of course there are always these, I saw practically nothing
of them, Onece in a while a group of small beys come down the street, color=
fully unifermed in the regalia of seme local military academy and guarded
by a ceuple priests., These ultrafertunates are follewed by a ragged crew
ef street urchins, sdmiringly gazing at the richness and splender eof shees,
stockings, dry-eleaned uniforms, and washed faces.

THE THEATERS, The finest in Managua would be condemned as a firetrap
and earthjuake hazard in Les Angeles. The evening rains ceme through the
roof and seep in through the deers. There are pesta te ebscure the view af
the sereen, The infinitude of advertimientes (ads) between pictures, aceempanied
by the screams of the commentater, is maddening. The plcture is reeled off
so fast that the sound (in American) is run tegether at a pitch sometimes tee
high for humsn sudibility., Titles in Spanish are thrown on the bottom of the
screen; a photegraphic eye is needed to cateh them. The one salutery feature
is the response of the audience==it is terrific! Thsy chesr both sides
(as long as there is sction) sforzande con brie a fortissime; they express
their appreciation of the love scenes with a professional vervor; they admire
the luzuriocug interiers with an unbelieving longing; they leap to their feet
end follew the movements of a Ritz Brothers shouldersand-pelviseswinging dancé
routine.

POLITIGS, Nicaragua is all sewed up (pericd) (exelamation point)
General Semoza is the big shotwat] He was the head of the Guardia Nacienal
and gained his fame by ecapturing Sandine, the famous pelitice-bandite of
the Segovias, Sacasa was slected presidente after Sandind's capture; when
the time came mround fer the next election, Semeza seized control eof the State,
ejected all his enemies and got himself elected presidente; recently
he guelled another uprising and passed a law to continue his term for acether
SEVen Years A The Minister of Finance is engaged to P.l daughter,

| Mok . .

The presidente lives in a big castle on top of & hill im the highlands
sloping up from Lake Managua. This spet gives him a view of Managua City and
the surrounding country. When he cemes to town the policia eshases everybody
off the streets and mzkew a blg noiss; Semnza drives -his own ear between twe
armed military trucke escorted by all the metercyele officers in Nicaragua.

He owns numerous ranches (I mean numerous), mest of the business enterprises
(liquer, lettery, tebacce, entertainment, remtal property, hides, weed, bananas,
coffas). He authored = bosk "The True Sandine, er The Calvary of the Segovias™,
the Nicaraguan version of "Mein Kampf™, In it he puts all his enemies where
he thinks they beleng, using the simplest of deceitaf: calling his adversaries
the things which he prefesses, at the outset, to prove them te be.

Under this regime the people deo net thrive,

THE LOTTERIES, Everyone, old and young-~the locemetorataxiac, the barefoet
erone, the children, the hotel leiterers, the madrona (the "madame"”)--sells
lettery tickets. It is a natienal enterprise, sponseored by the state estensibly
for hespitalization of the peer. The emount of the last prize was C$40,000 (§8000).
You may buy = whole chance or a fraction thereef, It is impessible to go for tem
minutes without being approeched fifteen times with the lucky papers, Comsidering
the magnitude of needed civie work, it is a disgusting sign of political degeneracy
that the state encourages this ussless pursuit,
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January 15, 1943

Dear Aunt Eva and Unele Henry,

Tedl sent your note on to me. You know there are two
cutstanding faults my little family and I possess:

00000000C0CULO00LLLLY

That row of zeros represents a lull of a couple days. On
Sunday afterncon I sat down to write this letter. I got as far
as the colon when one of the fellows stuck hia head in the door
and asked me if I would go out to the airport and help them
unload a plane that just sat down.

... (to continue with the faults (most annoying ones)
we possess: (1) We never get around to giving anyone a
present., (2) We are so ashamed of Fault No, ?1) that we are
inarticulate when 1t comes to expressing our appreciation for
the thoughtfulness of others in continuing to gift us. I have
always been a self-centered, selfish, conceited ass BNyway.
Every Christmas I receive things, stroke my chin and damn mysalf
for not golng out to do any shopping, then solemnly swear that
next year will be different--next ysar I will search all year to
find some particular thing that just suits that friend's individ-
uality...something that will show him I really like him and value
his friendship and want to keep it. Then what do I do? First
thing I know I am doing the same thing all over again and it 1s
another Christmas. (But that 1s all over! WNext year will be
different. I will search all year,..etc., etc.)

That 1s quite a family cifecle you have now with three
granddaughters. As a grandparent, you are one up on your
brother [Aunt Eva. (So far).l can understand the devoted father
angle. I rather fancy myself as one too.

Work here is quite interesting to me. I am the head of a
little group of three known as the Computing Sub-Section of ths
Hoad FPlanning & Design Section. Traverse closures, curve data...
in short--all alignment problems ccme our way. In addition,
we take on a lot of little special problems: tables for lengths
of culverts at different elevations on our different typical fill
sectiona, earthwork quantlty tables for our typical cut and f1i11l
sections, quickle shotgun gmesstimages at any time for total yards
of cut and fill for any part of the job,..or maybe total yards of
paving or miles of cleering...you know--odds and ends, In addition
all field men remain in our little group for a few days as a sort
of brief orientation course in our methods of recording and computing.
We are not being fancy this time. I think we are really going to
build this road in a hurry.

Well, so long! And thanks folks for remembering my little
family! N
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March 7, 1943

Dear Aunt Eva,

I have been in San Jose for five and a half months now. %
I am fairly well adjusted to everything--in fact I would be 4
quite happy with my family around. I might leave for Volecan®,
Panama®, however, I was asked 1f I would ancagt the gob of

office enginesr there--of course, I sald "Yes! I want that
experlience wery much., It all depends an whether or not I

sm released from my present job--allpgnment. Experlence, however,
will be the most I can hope for as living conditlions there are
famous for being unattractive--tropical heat ( remember, San Jose
is at pn elevetion of 3%870), sketehy sanitation, amoebie dysenntery,
atc.; B8tC.

There are many interesting things to tell about Costae Hica.
I am golng to save kkmm tlme by gathering them all together
in a coherent form before talking about them., That will be a
little later.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:

We rented our place. Tedl had to live closer to the studio
with present transportaicn difficulties.

The children are both in school. There is a housekeeper
at home.

Smoky is the children's pony. Damsel is our own pup (born
on the premises). Buteh 1s our cat.

I am returning the clipping as I know you must prize 1t.
Thanks for sending 1t to me, I am always happy to learn any of
your doings.

The grove deal turned gquite semr for you. I hope my
thoughtleas expostulations did not influence you to lose a chance
for a sale. Paddling along ‘way behind the way I always do, 1
should never have made a comment at sll, Use your own judgment
in the future. Whatever you decide is alright with me.

Thanks again for the Christmas cheer. When I say "Thanks!”,
I really mean that--1t 1s not just a way to close a letter.

You will be hearing again from me soon--a few yarns and
a few pletures of Costa Rica.

Love,
p
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2 November 1543

Dear Aunt Eva and Uncle Henry

By this time I suppose you have heard of the clesing down of the Pan American
Highway, All of us regret that we were unable to finish the Jeb but I guess
that is the way it is to be. The Engineering Division is now engaged in the
preparation of the "As-Bullt" drawings for the portions of the highway constructed..

When the order came to stop construction I wms sent out into the field
te instruct the resident engineers as to how to prepars the information to be
submitted on the existing line, grade, drainage structures, width and surfacing
of road, and so on (I am winding up my brief career in the Pan American Highway
as Office Engineer in the main office of the San Jose Area, which includes
the Republics of Costa Ricm end Panama; I have held this job since the first
of July).

It was gquite m trip: by train to Barranca, Macacona, Cocel, Puntarenas;
by plane to Nicoya, Santa Cruz, Sardinal, Liberia, Las Canas; by jeep to
Bebedero; by launch dewn the Rio Temoric to the Tempisque, thence down the
Golfo de Nicoya to Chomes, thence to Cocal again; finally, by plane returning
to San Jose. I saw many strange things: wide glassy rivers with Conga
monkeys barking from the tall trees slong the banks, lagartes (alligators)
suddenly sinking from sight in midstream with a swirl of bubbles, and brillisntly
plumed and strangely shaped tropical birds flying all around; the placid golfo
with dolphins undulating sbout the launch, ominous shark fins cleaving the
waters, and the pelicans power diving into the drink in their perpetual ssarch
for food.

On returning to Sen Jose, after the procedures were established for Thm
posting the field notefon the Plan and Profile sheets, we had to piteh in to
another job: writing the final report. That tesk too is complete and the
report has been approved by the Area Engineer. So, now there remaind only
e few odds and ends of miscellaneous engineering work plus the final task of
demobilization.

I expect to leave Costa Rica sbout 30 November.

Lovws,

h



